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Avon, Sept. 11th; 1824. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Sin,—l have for sometime pust been in 
search of truth, and the education which I. 
have received has enabled me _in some de- 
gree to satisfy myself, that he who rides in 
the armies of Heaven above and deeth 
wonders among the inhabitants of the earth, 
has not the least yariableness neither shad- 
ow of turning: ‘and what can be my joy 
when I reflect that hie is not a partial God. 
But there are some texts in sacred wri- 
tings which I cannot fully “cemprehend ; 
among these there are Matthew x. 28, 
Mark viii. 36,37, and ix. from the 43 to! 
the 48, verses. 1 will not trouble you any ; 
farther at this time, but if you will give | 
your opinion on these passages you will 
oblige yours, with respect, 


TELEMACHUS, 


and lose his own &fe? or what shall man 
give in exchange for his life! ? “We are ail 
convinced, that the possession of the whole 
world Muid not profit a man, who must 
immediately die and leave it; or, if he 
would purclrase'® reprieve from death still, 
there is nothing that he could give in ex- 
change for it. ‘This i¢ the exact reading, 
the word in the Greek is Psuche, and it 
means life, the life of the body.” So Luke 
xii. 20. "Thou fool, this night thy Tife skp! 
be'required of tlie. The word Peuache life. 
This nigit you shall die, theft.whose sha!! 
those things be, which thou Rast provided. 


It is the same word in Matt. x, 28 Bot 
fear not them that kill the body, but are fet 
able to kill the soul ; but rather fer him, 
‘who is able to de stroy both soud-and body 
in hell. I have given this as our transla 
tion has it, Psuche is here again rendered 
soul. But turn to Luke xii, 22, 25. and 





ANSWER TO TELEMACHUS, 
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tion. Indeed, if God Bs limaecigie and 

partial, I knaw of po ground on which we} 
could safely hope. 

_ Weare so destitute of hope in ourselves” 


or in any fellow creature, that it is expressly | 


'you will find that the translators render, 


the same word, Psuche, life. Take no 
th fas yeur Fiziesrgaret the d fiakpsc: "9 

an meat, &c.? Pigche i is the word hicte 
ected life, (nut sodl.) Even the tatural 
life of Jesus Christ is translated from 
Psuche. I lay down my life (not. soul) 
for thé sheep, John x, 13, and xi. 17.-— 
tin the 24 veise Psuche is ndered doubt. 


said, “cursed is the. man. that trusteth in) Lt ought to be rendered, bow Jong dost thou 


man, that maketh flesh his arm.” We 
have.no ground of hope, then, only j in God, 
and this ground will fai us,if God be ei- 

ther changeable or partial. What a joyful 
thought js it, then, that God changeth not. 
He assured Israel of old, that they were not 


‘take away our confidence? Hf be the 
Christ tell us plainly. Now in all> these 
texts Psuche is rendered life, and expecta- 
tion; or hope and confidence. Eternal 


: life or the life of grace is invariably se ren- 


vd frem Zoc: but natural life with * 





consumed on that very account. “I 


i change not, therefore ye sons a viunsae:* re : 


not consumed.” 


‘Sediedwith some. passages. ph Sy 2. 
ee ‘.. you gelesen as oe. Mark, vill, 
al, & ae and Mark ix. 43-48, 
‘inclusmely as another, - 

oy ding of Mark vill. 36, Brake lit- 

ctly this; What. Fairs 


one 


ur, ipatral desires, confidence and ex 
eyed irom. Psuche. ow 
»-bady, but not the life of 
2 ty "desire. Hell means « 


e and: ress in this life, 
soot at 


Now God id. abile 
© gulf our A at aod s hcotat 

> de ue roy wall our gornforts in the 
wncdency, and to contioag 
degree, that the sutiering person 
would choose strasiyling and death rathes 
than life; the life of the body. David 
was in this hell, and he called it the low- 





ian, if he should gain the whole world 


est of hell, yet God delivered him from ii. 
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Hell likewise means the grave. Man may 
kill the body, bring it tothe grave, or bell ; 
but man cannot destroy the life of hope in 
@ resurrection. The bodies of the martyrs 
were killed by their persecutors and were 
commitied to the grave or hell; but their 
life of hope in the resurrection was not des- 
treyed, for their flesh rests in hope. ‘Fhe 
soul, that is the, life or expectation of 
man as to a resurrection will not be des- 
troyed in hell. “ Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell.” The certainty of the res- 
urrection of all mankind is a,**fficient 
proof, that although God is able’to destroy 
our bodies in the grave forever, yet it is not 
his will to do it. ‘There will be a resur- 
rection to immortality and all men desire 
and hope for ¥3 so that this life of desire 
of hope and expectation is not, by man 
killed with the body. 

* “Mark ix. 43-—48, inclusively is the last 
* text you mention. If thy hand offend, 
or cause the@ to offend, cut it off ; it is bet- 
ter fora@hee to enter halt into life, than hav- 
ing two hands to be cast into hell, into the 


worm Uieth not and the fire is not quenched. 

I would only ask, in the first ‘place, 
whither this fire and hell are to be consid- 
ered as pertaining to this world, or to x: 
state beyond the grave? Much will depend 


__me itis beyond all doubt, that this fire and 
fel pertains to the ‘present state ‘6f exis- 
tenée ; and that the expressions are incon- 





ing. Can we suppose, that material bodies 
with one hand, one foot or one eye, will 
ever enter the heaven of glory and immor- 
tality; or that material bodies with two 
two hands and two eyes will go into 
an hell of material fire to all eternity r-— 
Reason and revelation forbid the idea. [t 
will, then, undoubtedly follow that these 
are declarations of whet will be oar conddi- 
tion in this life, on the ground of a compli- 
ancé with or rejection of duty. 1 will in- 
stance in one or two particulars. 
We read of eyes that are full of adultery, 
® Peter ii. 14: of an evil eye, Prov. xxii. 6. 
They cause offence tous if indulged; hy 


“ " 


which a gond conduct affords ; than to grat- 
ify an evil eye and feel the hell of a guilty 
conscience ? Thus of the hand and foot. 
You will say that-this fire; this hell will be 
endless. Answer, it never will be quench- 
ed so long as fuel is supplied by’ indulging 
ap evil eye, hand or foot; but if repentance 
or.reformation are connected with the man- 
ifestation of forgiveness in other cases, why 





the wicked forsake his way and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts ; if he turn to the 
Lord he will have mercy on him. 

Now whio gives repentance ? who turns 
sinners from their sufferings ? The answer 
every one is able to give. The truth then 
is this, all men have gone out of the way, 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. Their only hope now is in God.— 
The promises he has made, warrant us in 
believing that he will cleanse us from all sin 
and purify the human family to himself, 
and thus bring them into a state of holiness 
and felicity. 

REMARKS. 

The belief of a partial Deity, and of end- 
less misery for a part of mankind, has been 
the reason why a variety of texts similar to 
these under consideration has been believ- 
ed to contain the awful doctrine of punish- 
ment without end. Indeed if God be such 
as he is represented to be, there could be 
no doubt of such punishment. 

Let man, thérefore, study to understand 
the nature and character of the Deity, all 
Whose ways are mercy aid truth; who is 
infinite and unchangeable in wisdolms power 
and goodness, and first establish this point, 
whither such a being can b:come an ene- 
my to. his offspring. If he can, then his 
infinite wisdom, power and voodness can 
change, which is a contradiction; if he 
cannot become an eneiny to h's offspring ; 
then he has revealed no such thing in his 
word; consequently those texts, which 
have been believed to contain that doctrine, 
have been misunderstood. Epiror. 

The Editor has received a communica- 
tion from one, whdse signature is “A De- 


| ist ;”: winking for some remarks, us to 


Le, 





lead ‘ussines io. qi hat fs it to plack out) ¢he ¢ 
st | 


at the object. which causes or tempts us to 
sin. “So exix. Psalm, 37. Porn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity, This is 






of a.revelation from God: ris 






| from God cofftained in the scriptees, that 
T have ever viewed it hurtful to the ealise 
|of morality and the hope, consolation qod 








plucking out an offending eye. Now is ‘it 


enter into life, i. e. into the peace and reat 
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expectation of mankind, to call iin 






which are really unfathom able iy le 9 
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not in this? Isis a general truth, that if 


i sip univer: ily established in the. 
World. that we have a revelation, | 
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when men will have a more exalted idea of 


‘mankind by water was an act, which would 





jures ; yet they contain the greatest matter 
to comfort the afflicted, to convince the 
thoughtful and to alarm the rebellious.— 
They contain the greatest inducements to 
virtue and a good life and conversation ; 
and powerfully dissuade from vice. 

Their impartiality in reciting the faults 
of the best men, whom they record, is an 
evidence to ‘me that their origin was not 


human; their sublimity, which far exceeds 


all other compositions connected with their 
simplicity and easy manner of communica- 
tion ; the predictions of @vents, which no 
human creature (of Aimself) could foresee, 
together with the evident and certain ac- 
complishment of these predictions in almost 
innumerable instances, are an unquestion- 
able evidence (in my mind) that the author 
was God, not man ; The inditor the Holy 
Spirit, not the wit of the prophets or apos- 
tles. 

Iam bold in asserting, that the whole 
Jewish ceremonials, from the establishment 
of the high-priest and his robes to. the infe- 
rior priests and thvir services, with the 
types and shadows of that dispensation, are 
undeniable evidence of their divine appoint- 
ment, as no creature could have devised 
such a form of worship without a divine 
impulse ; especially considering that the 
whole was typical of the gospel and fulfill- 
ed by it. 

This author says, * the time is coming 


God than to believe that ke ever repented.” 
{ amswer,that the dime has already arrived. 
I know of no man, who believes it. Yet 
Exodus, chap. xxxj..and elsewhere, it is 
said, that God repented, &c. I remark, 
that God doth never repent; but he speak- 
eth afler our capacity when he says that he 
wpents. The destruction of the world of 


have ¢onvinced us thet man (if he had 
made the world and then destroyed it, ) did 
it because he repented that he had made it 
Now God did destroy mankind by water, 
Why did he destroy them ?- Man sinned, 
affliction and miséry were conneeted with 
sin its cause and have always followed as 
consequence ; but adapting this to mans 
capacity, the reason is assigned, accordit 
toour apprehension, that God resénted 
that he had made man on the earth,t. e. het 
destroyed man. because he repented that he 
made him. To human eyes the act bears} 
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not a manthat he should lie or the son of 
man that he should repent ? 

The scriptures, then, are cicar that Gag 
does not repent or change ; that there is 
not so much as the shadow of turning with 
him. If then he speaks for our accommo- 
dation, in language the best adapted to our 
apprehension, why do we bring i¥ in charge 
against the authenticity of his revelation ? 

Our correspondent states two questions, 
| wishing an answer. 

1. Whether the mind, will or determina- 
tion of God was ever altered by the voice 
of man ?. (referring to Exod. xxxii. 13, 14.) 

We answer in the negative, for if God 
be unchangeable, man cannot change him. 

If. What good, then, does it do to pray? 
If prayer cando no good till it alters the 
mind, will or determination of God, then it 
is certain that it never did nor can do any 
good ; for he is in one mind and who can 
turn him ? 

Prayer has been generally misunderstood, 
and many have supposed that God could 
be persuaded by prayer, that his will, his 
love and mercy could be excited and pro- 
cured by prayer. Butthis is a mistake.-~ 
Infinite love, infinite goodness and mevey 
are in God for every creature; and this 
love, goodness and merey are unchangeable 
in God and never can alter. Prayer, then, 
is good as a qualification in wa, thankiully 
to receive the love and ness of the De- 
ity.’ itis not intended to alter the Deity 
orto procure from him favors, which he 
had not designed to give ; but it is design- 
ed as a preparation inus to receive thaunk- 
fully that, which he always determined to 
bestow. ‘Thekind pareat, who always de- 
signed that his estate should descend to his 
¢hildren, needs no intreaiy from them to 
excite him thus to bestow it 5 but intreaty 
or prayer in this case, is to express our be- 
lief in the bounty of our pareat with a pe- 
tition that we may receive thankfully and 
improve the favor wisely.. Thus prayer is 
an unspeakable good to him, who sincerely 
enguges in it, but it makes no alteration in 
our heavenly parent, who always designed 
to give us the kingdom, Prayer should al- 


| ways be mixed’ with faith in God's inten- 


tied of mercy ; then the duty will consist 


| mainly in thankfulness to God for his un- 


speakeable good will to man with a petition 
tv communicate his intentions clearly to 
our minds, and to write laws of gratitude 


this appearance. But in reality it is not so. |. on our hearts. 


Who can be in doubt of the truth of these 
remarks; whe» in other parts of the serip- 
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~ In brief prayer is designed for the good 
ofus; and Paul would, therefore that alt 





inres, God says 1 change not: that he is 


men every where gould pray. How? nat 
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to change the will and purpose of God, but | 
to express their love to man and faith in 
God, for he would have it preformed “with- 
out wrath and doubting.” —Epiron. 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD, 


CALVINISM UNMASHED. 
Or, Calvinistic princtples of Justice, as 
attributed to God, for the foundation of 
His Covenant with Christ, relative to 
the Atonement for sin, and man’s re- 
demption from it, examined, and proved 
to be Unjust. 
( Continued from page 293. ) 
Having settled as a preliminary, that the 
Scriptares or God’s revelation, and not hu- 
man opinions and traditions, are the source 
from which evidence is to be derived, we 
proceed tu inquire what is justice ? This 
enquiry cannot be profitable to any map 
. whose bigotry closes his eves against rea- 
gon, or whose ignorance and mental indo- 
lence opposes a barrier to patient investi- 
gation. ‘The testimony we are about to ad- 
duce, will show the necessity of a reference 
to existing relations’; and it will appear 





that man is in daty bound to receive God’s | 
testimony as He has given it, and not as’ 
sectarians would twist it to suit their un-' 
charitable purposes. We shall not apolo-| 
gize to the reader for introducing a as-| 
age he may have'read a thousand’ times, | 
but we shall earnestly entreat him to read. 
it again, if possible, with increased atten-| 
tion, and to examine it with the utmost de- 
liberation and candor. Reader it is not, 
our condition for a month or for a year, 
but the final destiny of all men, which is 
the unspeakably important subject which 
demands our attention. Remember, we 
entreat you, that God speaks by Christ, 
and that His “ word is spirit and life.” — 
Treasure it in an honest heart. Be obe- 
dient to the Divine exhortation ; and al- 
ways give a preference to God's sayings o- 
ver human ignerance, or human wisdom. 
Hear the declaration and counsel of Christ, 
the Teacher sent from God. He says, 
(Luke vi. 27—36.) “ But I say unto you 
which hear, Love your enemies, do good 
to them which hate you; bless them that 
emse you, and pray forthem that despite- 
fully use you. And unte him that smiteth 
thee on the one cheek, offer als the other ; 
and’ him that taketh away thy cloak, forbid 
notte take thy coat also, Give to every 
man that asketh of thee: and of him that 


taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 





b 


And as ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise. For if 
ye love them which love you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also love those that 
love them. And if ye do goodto them 
which do good tu you, what thank have ye? 
for sinners also do even the same. And 
if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to re- 
ceive, what thank have ye ? for sinners al- 
so lend to sinners to receive as much again. 
But love ye your enemies, and do geod, and 
lend hoping for nothing again; and your 
reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest; for he is kind un- 
to the unthankfaul, and éo the evil. Be ye 
therefore, merciful as your father is also 
merciful.” ; 

Reader, we ask vou the solemn the mo- 
mentous question, Is this justice ? Is it just 
to love your enemies ? Is it just to ds good to 
them which hate you? If it is, what is the 
character of a contrary course of conduct > 
Mark well the conclusion, for we have it in 
the words of Christ, “ If ye love them which 
love you, what thank have ye ?” or, what 
have ye done to deserve thanks? “ for 
sinners aiso love those that love them.” Are 
sinners just? Again. “If ye do good to 
them which do good to you what thank 
have ye?” or, what have ye done to merit 
thanks ? “for sinners also do even the same.” 
Then the account is balanced. There is 
no. obligation. 
(and it must be justice or injustice,) it is a 
kind of justice that sinners practise. What 
is the subject of our inquiry ? Is it the jys- 
tice of God? Or is it the justice of sinners ? 
You must say, It is the justice of God.— 
Then the question must be answered, (and 
not evaded,) Is God’s justice that which re- 
quires the rendering of good for evil? This 
question is the grand hinge on which the 


subjectturns, God’s justice, and the sin*, 
ner’s justice are the same, or they are dif- + 


ferent. Ifthey are the same, the conclu- 
sion is irresistible as the declaration of 
Christ can make it, that neither God nor 
the sinner deserve thanks. But if it is ad- 
mitted, that God’s justice is different from 
the sinner’s justice, then we ask, What is 
the difference’ Dare you, reader, deny the 
declaration of Christ? Will you brand us 
with oppiobrious epithets, if we adhere to 
Christ’s declaration, and reject the opin- 
ions of men ? We must do this. We most 
say, that Giod is kind to the unthankful, 
and the evil.” “ We fearlessly assert, that 
God’s coniluct,is alone just ; and that the 
reverse of this, to be unkind to the unthank- 
ful and the evil, is unjust ' 


If you call this. justice, — 
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~ "Phe éditor of this paper was reared jn be kind to you ; to love you, ‘and do you 


the hotbed of Calvinism and Hopkinsian- 
ism. The bare idea that Ged could or, 
would save allmen, was known to few. He 
well remembers the copy in the writing 
jschool whieh be attended in his childhoods 
and which was sanctioned by the Schooj 
Committee, composed partly of Calvinistic 
lergymen. It wasthis—* ‘To render good 
for geod, is wanlike. To render good for 
ert., is Goddike. ‘To render evil for evil, 
is beastlike. But, to render evil for good. 
is dentike ?’ Therefore, man’s ideas of 
justice go ne farther than to render good 
for govd. Bat God’s justice renders good 
for eviZ, . While the beast’s justice renders 
evil for evil; and the devil’s evil for good. 
Strange that it never occurred to the cler- 
eymen, above mentioned, that their God’s 
justice was the justice ef a beast / 

We now press the business home to the 
reader’s ** own business and bosom.” What 
is justice ? It is just to be © kind to the un- 
thankful and the evil ;” to “love your ene- 
mies, and do them gaod >” Has not Christ 
requiggd of man to do thas, because God 
conducts thus towards his enemies? You 

f must answer in the affirmative, or close the. 
Book. Then we pursue the inquiry—TIs 
God “ kind to the unthankful and to the 
evil’ to-day, and to-morrow will he forget 
to be merciful ? Does God new love hisen- 
emies, and will he at a future time hate 
them? Does God now do good to sinners, 
and will he at another period consign them 
to an endless Hell? Can God change? Is 
he not “ the same, to-day, yesterday and 
for ever ?” 

What are your reflections, when you are 
brought thus to the shrine of reason, and di- 
rected to the declaration of God’s inspira- 
tion? Are you “halting between two o- 
pinions?” Do you “feel an inclination to 
compromise with error, and return, as “ the 
dog to his vomit,” to your old and precon- 
ceived opinions, rather than admit the tes- 
timony of God himself, if it will expose you 
to the influence of the justice of those men 
who teach a different sentiment ? We speak 
to those who have received the law by the 
hand of sectarians; and who have been 
compelled toa mental slavery, to escape the 
indignation of infuriate men. Try the prin- 
ciple, and let God’s criterion test the pre- 
tensions of your spiritual advisers. Exam- 
ine their principles of justice, Let them 


than 
thority over your conscience must 


ul, evil, andan enemy. Their au- 
gtow wut 


for nothing again.” 


aes with the epithets of sinner, un- 


y and you will then consider them :as 


g the children of the Highest, for He is kind 


to the unthankful and the evil.” Here is 


your remedy. . And we aver, that whatev- 


er may be the pretensions of clergymen, 
they are rotten to the core, so long as they 
pursue a different course. 
Is this justice? Yes. But there is more 
to be done, to acquire the undiminished lus- 
tre of a name which is above every name. 
What can it be ? we will inform you read- 
er. We will caution you to beware how 
you reply.. “ This is a hard saying, who 
can receive it?’? You must give, love your 
enemies, bless them, «nd * do good, hoping 
Now the whole is 
told. ‘This is justice. Such is the motive 
and-conduct of the Highest. What can be 
more elevated ! How good! How merciful ! 
How kind! No return is asked. ‘None 
looked for. God is kind, his tender mer- 
cies are over those who are evil and un- 
thankful, without requiring from them any 
return, or desiring any thing again. Is this 
justice ? Compare this Divine principle 
with the cruel hypothesis we are examining. 
Is it just to consign myriads of unbors 
souls to an endless hell ? Is this being kind 
to the unthankful and the evil? How mon- 
strous does the error appear in the presence 
of uth! God is kind. He asks mething 
in return. His justice excludes every thing, 
like hatred, malice and revenge. He is 
forgiving. But man, ignorant ef His char- 
acter, accuses him of evil thoughts and pur- 
poses, having for their object the misery of 
man, and. would appease Him by the sac- 
rifice of “ His well beloved Son.” 

(To be continued.) 





From the Christian Telescope. 
PRESCIENCE OF GOD. 

The Prescience of Gop is that attribute 
of his divine nature, by which, from sll e- 
ternity, he was perfectly acquainted with 
every event which should transpire through 
the succeeding ages, ad infinitum. 

On no other supposition but the truth of 
this, is it possible to form any just idea of 
our Creator : for to suppose he could form 
a universe like the one we inhabit, without 
knowing what it would lead to in the end ; 
whether it would lead to its own destruc- 
tion, or whether it would work out its own 
ns in my humble opinion, to de- 
grade.the character of the seLp-mxistEeNT 
God, telow that of crzaTes MAN: for no 
man, however unwise, ever designed an 





of their conforming to God. Tell them to 


undertaking. ‘it matters not whether the 
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is a design; whether it is of any conse- 
quence, whether it produce the end design- 
ed or not,) without having in view, either 
his own.satisfaction, or the good of commu- 
nity. _ It may be urged in objection to this, 
that if God did foreknow every event that 
would transpire—every evil that would re- 
sult from man’s contending passions it 
would make him accessory to, and in fact 
the author of all sin. To this, | answer— 
If he knew that moral evil would result from 
the creation of moral intelligences, he must 
have designed that evil, as the ultimate end 
to be produced ; or he must have designed 
it forthe advancement of an end still fur- 
ther distant. If he designed it as the ulti- 
mate end, he must have designed its neces- 
gary consequence, misery, as the ultimate 
object ; a design, which is not only derog- 
atory to the character of God, bat in strict 
conformity to that of Satan. If on the oth- 
er hand, he designed moral evil for the ad- 
Vancement ef some further end, that end 
Toust have been happiness; itis absurd to 
say that he might have designed partial 
misegy or partial happiness; or if you 
please, that a part of mankind should be 
miserable and a part happy, ultimately, be- 
cause partial evil is neither good or evil, 
but a mixture of both; therefore as long as 
things remain in this state, the work must 
de-imperfect, the design is not finished ;— 
2 kingdom divided against itself must fall ; 
_the design must in one way or the other be 
completed ; either happiness, or misery, 
must be the end of all. 

The prescience of God may be plainly 
illustfated hy the manner in which the dif- 
ferent passious and appetites of men are 
exercised ; thus, for instance, hunger is an 
evil in itself, inasmuch as it produces pain, 
yet it is the direct means of producing good, 
as it leads us to novrish our bodies, without 
which we should inevitably perish. The 
sun, inits vertical splendor, amidst a cloud- 
less sky, produces upon our bodies unpleas- 
ant sensations; yet without its influence, 
our health would be impaired, vegetation 
would cease, and with it the means of ex- 
istence. Is it reasonable, is it just, for us 
to suppose that a God of love could form a 
being, and place a passion in his breast, 
without knowing the consequences which 
would unavoidably follow the gratification 
of it? He could aot know but that by grat- 
ifying the watural desire of bhonger, every 
being in the universe would in a single hour 


—) \ destroy itself ;—he could not know but that. contain= 
 Mbe sun, to-day might produce heat, and to- , ed in the horrible degree of predestination, 


+f 


design was good or evil ; in either case, Ty 


morrow cold. 
quence, for God was the author of it, and 
he could not tell until he had tried it, what 
it would produce, and even then, he could 
not be certain, but in a single moment after 
it would change itself completely ; and I 
will even venture to assert farther, that his 
own existence depends on his foreknowledye, 
for without it he could not use the means of 
existence with any certainty, and the mo- 
ment his existence is left to chauce, he is ne 
longer God. 

PHILOS EXETASIS. 





Extracts from a Sermon of the Rev. John. 
Westley, published several years ago, re- 
lative to the Doctrine of the Calvinists 
on Election and Reprobation, &c. 

“ ‘Po say that a certain number of man- 
kind were from eternity, or from the crea- 
tion of this world, elected for salvation, and 
all the rest devoted to damnation, by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, is such blasphemy as one might think 
would made the ears of a Christian to tingle. 
But there is yet more behind ; for just as 
this doctrine honors the Son, so dothe it 
honor the Father; it destroys all his at- 
tributes at once; it overturns both his jus- 
tice, mercy and truth; yea it presents the 
most holy God as ‘worse than the devil, as 
both more false, more cruel, and more un- 
just. More false, because the devil, liar as 
he is, hath never said, he willeth all men 
to be saved ; more unjust, becanse the devil 
cannot, if he would, be guilty of such in- 
justice as you ascribe to God, when you 
say, that God condemns millions of souls ta 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels, for continuing in sin, which for 
want of that grace, he wil! not give them, 
they cannot avoid; and more cruel, be- 
cause that disobedient spirit seeketh rest, 
and findeth none ; so that bis own restless 
suffering is a kind of temptation to him ta 


seduce and injure others.” 
“ Bat God resteth in his high end holy 





place ; so that to suppose himof his own 
mere notion, of his pure will and pleasure, 


‘happy as he is, to doom his creatures whe- 


ther they are guilty of sin or not, to endless 
misery, is to impute such cruelty to him, 
as We cannot impute, even to the great -e 
emy of God and man. It is to represent 
the most high God, (he who has ears ‘let 
him hear) as more cruel, false and unjust, 
than ihe devil, or rebellious and ishe 
angels.” | | 

« This is the blasphemy clearly contaio- 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
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and here 1 fix my foot. On this I join is- 
sue With every assertor of it. 

“You represent God as worse than the 
devil ; more false, more cruel, more unjust. 
But you say, you will prove it by Scripture. 
Hold! What will you prove by Scripture? 
That God is worse than the Devil! h can 
not be ; whatever the scripture proves, it 
cannot prove this; J say it never can.— 
Whatever its true meaning be; this can not 
be the type meaning of any expression con- 
tained in the holy scripture. Do you -ask 
what is the true meaning then? IfI say I 
do not know, you lave gained nothing, for 
there are many passages in scripture, the 
true meaning of which neither you nor I 
will know 4ill death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory. But this I know, better it were to 
say it had no sense atall, than to say it had 
such a sense as this. It can not mean, 
whatever it means beside, that the God of 
truth is aliar, Letit mean what it may 
it cannot mean that the Judge of all the 
world is unjust or unreasonably cruel. No 
scripture can mean that God does not love 
or approve of all his rational creatures, or 
that his mercy is not over all his works.— 
That is whatever it proves beside, no scrip-| 
ture can prove predestination. This is the’ 
blasphemy for which, (however I love the}: 
persons who assert it,) I abhor the doctrine 
of predestination : a doctrine, upon the sup- 

osition of which if one could possibly sup- 
pose it for a moment, (call it election, re- 
probation or what you please) one might 
say to our adversary the devil; thou fool 
why dost thou rove about any longer ?-— 
Thy lying in wait for our souls is as need- 
less and useless as our preaching. ° Hearest 
thot not that God hath taken thy worl? out 
cf thy hands ? And that heedéth it much{r 
more effectually ¢ Thou with all thy prin- 
Cipalities and jrwers, canst obly so assault 
hat we may resist,thee ; but he can irre- 
sistably destroy or punis!y both body and 
soul in hell. ‘Thou ¢anst enly entice but 
his immutable decree is to leave multitudes 
of souls ina state of eternal punishment, to 
tinue in sin during the whole course of 
heir precarious lives. Thou temptest, but 
e forceth us to be dammed, for we can not 
esist his will and decree. . Thou fool, why 
roest thou about seeking whom thou mayest 
ra Hearest thou not that God acts 
¢ part ofa devouring lion, and destroys 
he souls of the majority of mankind. Mo- 
lock. caused only children to pass through 
fire, and that fire was soon quenched, 
D ede coreuptible body being soon cans w 
4, its. torment was at an end But 
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thou av: tekd, by his eternal decree fixed 
befere they had Gas good | evil, causes. 
not only children of a span a but the 
parents also, to. pass through the fire of hell, 
which is never quenched.” 

“ Oh, how would the enemy of God and 
man rejoice to hear that these things were 
so; how would he fy aloud and spare not; 
how would he raise his voice and. say, T6 
your tents; O Israel ; flee from the wrath of 
this God, or ye shall utterly pore: But 
whither will ye flee? Into heaven! He is 
there; Down to hell? He is there also.— 
Ye can not flee from an Omnipresent, Al- 
mighty Being, who acts tyrannically ; aod 
whether ye flee or stay, 1 call heaven his 
throne, and earth his footstool, to witness a» 
gainst you; ye shall perish and die eter- 
nally.—Sing, O Hell, and rejoice ye that 
are under the eaivh, for God, even the 
mighty God, hath spoken and ‘devoted to 
death, and endless punishment, thousands 
of souls, from the rising of the sun to the 
going down of the same. Here, O death is 
thy sting ; they shal! ‘not escape, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it; Here, 
O grave, is thy victory. Nations yet. un 
born before ever they have. done eyil or 
good, are doomed neyér to see the light of 

a future life but thou shalt gnaw them for- 
ever, Let all those morning stars sing 10+ 
gether which fell with Lucifer, som of the 
morning.——Let all the sons of hell shout for 
joy! Forthe decree is past, and who-shali 
disannul it °” 


CAUSE OF SELF-MURDER. 

The Editor of the “ Boston Recorder,” 4 
paper devoted to the cause of “ fat livings,* 
noticed the suicide committed in this city 

recently, by two young men, foreigners, whe 
ina moment of desperation occasioned by 
pecuniary embarrassments, desiroyed them 
selves; and introduced the account intg 
his columns thus-— 
* Universaiism favorable toSelf-murder.” 

Supposing we were to publish the ac- 
count of the treason of Benedict Arnold 
and head the article 

* Calviniam favorable to Treason,” 

Shoyld we not be quise as justifiable as 
the Editor of the Boston Recorder ? 

We reiterate the assertion, that if the 
professed believers. of the doctrine of the 
endless damnation of the wicked, (sueh x6 
the Editor of the Boston, Reorder.) were 

in their belief, they wevld deal 
much less in slander and detraction than 
they do at present! We are continually 


od | told that a belief in the cocjrine of the ent- 
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U- ‘GOSPEL “ADVOCATE. 
‘YVation of all men, has a tenilency to make] vowed the sentiment that was pablily 





commit all kinds of crime, &c. Let 


% acts speak. The State Prison in this city 


| apna a few days since, 623 loriesiiisia| 
' ol va 


faith and religion; but NOT ONE 

- UNIVERSALIST. AMONG THEM 
ALL! 1.4. Phe Editor of this. paper went 
through thé various ments of this: gi- 
gantic reservoir of depravity, where har- 
dened wretches {rom every clime are con- 


gregated, and visited the cells of the most 








abundoned, who, to appearanceghave made 


a trade of sin, and heard from the lips of 
the delinquents, their confession, thatthe 
believed in the endless misery of the wick- 
ed! 

Here is a comment, for you, of more val- 
we than ten thousand volumes of orthodox 
slanders und hypocritical speculations. 

Quere. If a belief in Universalism leads 
to all crimes, must it not lead to all crimes 
committed by the tenants of the State Pris- 


son? Has it lead to these? 
: 


HERESY WORSE THAN VICE. 


‘What must we think of the conduct of 
many who profess to be Christians, when 
we read the followingeextract from the let- 
“ters recently published “ from Mr. Vidler 
#0 Mr. Fuller, on the Universal Restora- 
oth with a statement of facts attending 
* that Controversy ?” 

“9 =H isa maxim pretty generally allowed 
among Calvinistic characters, that error is 
more dangerous than vice. This maxim 
was publicly allowed at the association of 
the, particular Baptist churches, at Chat- 
haw, in Kent, 1798. At that assembly | 
(Vitller), was publicly excluded from their 
commanion, for believing and avowing the 
doctrine of the resurrection of all things. a 
The moderator, when he had pronounced 
thesentence of excision, added,—“I am 
- @odstrained to say, that your, moral con- 
duct ‘has been such as would do honor to 
a much better cause than that in which vou 
are ergaged.”—And the minister, who 
preached on the occasion to a very crowd- 
ed audience, said—* The Universal doc- 
trine is an heresy, and-every one who holds 
it is an heretic > not that-every heretic is a 
wicked man; for heretics are often the ho- 
liest of men; but heresy is more danger- 
our than vice : for if a wicked man is sound 
in the faith, Were is some hope of hin ; 
such are often” recovered : but as for here- 
tics, they are very seldom recovered from 
their errors.”—There were nearly thirty 
\. Calvinistic ministers of different ‘sanliion” 

2 tions present, and only one of them diga-+ 
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tauglit. 

I have fron: that time to this been rent. 
edwith the utmost contempt -by mab, 
nominal christians of loose characters, who 
have been taught that the holiest of “men 
may be heretics, and that here sy though 
attended with holiness, is worse than vi e! 
The enormity of this maxim appears in ¥ 
view, when itis recolleeted that by errer 
and heresy weare not to understand a de- 
parture from christianity, but « departure 
from Calvinism.” 





A Portuguese sculptor who was suspec- 
tec of free thinking, was at the point of 
death. A Jesuit who came to confess him, 
holding a crucifix before his eyes, said, 
“ Behold that God you have so much of. 
fended—do you recollect him now ? “ alas, 
yes,” replied the dying man, “it was |! 
who made him !” 





Prom the Universal Magazine. 
HYMN. 
Great God of love, to Thee we bow, 
And raise the song of praise, 
To Thee we pay our solemn vow, 
And consecrate our days. 


Our faith, O Lord, to thine abode 
With rapid flight would soar, 

And trembling, Hope, to meet her God, 
Would quit this mortal shore. 


On those delightful, happy plains, 
Where angels tune their lyres, 

Where seraphs chaunt their loudest strains, 
And joy, all hearts inspires : 


There love, in one eternal day, 
Her golden Reeptre wields, 
nd scatters joys that ne’er decay, 
Throughout those blissful fields. 


Life’s lintpid stream, its,swelling tide, 
From her pure fountain Folls, 

And sacred rills, of comfort glide,’ 
fo cheer our thirsty souls. 


Still unexhausted, unconfin’d, 
Her gentle currents flow, 
And lasting, as the Eternal Mind, 
His boundless goodness show. 
J, Furze} 
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